COMRADESHIP

graceful, attractive, and an ornament of the great world in which
she moved, She learned to dance, to sing, to read aloud, to
sew, and to write from her governess, and the art of listening
and conversation from her father's friends who came to the
house. For exercise she rode and hunted, walked, and danced.
The waltz was just coming into fashion, to be cursed in verse
as highly improper by Byron, of all people. He wrote that it
did not leave much mystery for the marriage night.

She was fair, with blue eyes and a pink and white complexion,
and very lovely.

Palmerston was not her first husband. In 1805, at the age
of eighteen she married Earl Cowper. She was so beautiful
and so brilliant that she became instantly one of the leaders of
society in spite of her youth. She shared her throne with Lady
Tankerville, Lady Jersey, and Lady Willoughby, who, between
them, ruled with a rod of iron over Almack's, which was the
haunt of all the most distinguished people of the period. They
shouldered the responsibility of refusing admission to the Duke
of Wellington, because he arrived after 11 p.m., and the Duke,
a disciplinarian himself, went meekly away* Lady Cowper was
a member of the committee, and they drew the line so firmly
that in 1814, six only of the officers of the Foot Guards had
the entree to Almack's.

At the time Lord Palmerston figured largely as a man of
fashion, and Lady Jersey and Lady Cowper approved of him
greatly. Lady Cowper held a great attraction for him and they
wrote letters to each other, chiefly on the subject of politics, for
which Lady Cowper possessed an almost uncanny instinct.
Lord Melbourne, her brother, at the height of his power, trusted
her implicitly and asked her advice frequently. In those days
women of Lady Cowper's type exercised a tremendous influence
in politics, not directly, but indirectly through their charm, wit,
and knowledge of the world.

She bore three children, a son and two daughters, of whom
the elder, also called Emily, had a distressing talent for reciting.
A number of men, particularly Lord Palmerston, admired Lady
Cowper greatly, and it is not remarkable that she became, on
occasion, the subject of gossip. Shortly after Lord Cowper's
death in 1837, she and Lord Palmerston became engaged.
They were married in 1839.

From this point we see a remarkable parallel between her
life and Mary Anne's. At the time of her second marriage,
Lady Palmerston was fifty-two, but, like Mary Anne, she had